Dutyimposedon  SECTION 1. On and after the first day of July, eighteen hundred
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'OHAPT'E‘R CCXLYV.
AN ACT

To provide Revenue for, the support of the Government of this State
Jrom a Taz to be levied and collected from Foreign and Inland
Bills, and other matier. .

[Approved April 29, 1857.] .

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as foliows :

N

s 00d fifty-séven, the following duty is hereby imposed on every sheet
or piece of paper, or parchment, or other material upon-which may
be written, printed, engraved or lithographed, any or either of the
instruments following, to wit: Any bill of exchange, draft or order,
certificate or other written evidence of deposit, whether negotiable
or otherwise, or letter of eredit to any person or persous, and pay-
able out of this State, if above twenty dollars, and- ndt exceedivg
fifty dollars, eight cents; if above fifty, and not exceeding one hun-
dred dollars, twenty cents; if above one hundred, and .not exceed-
ingroue hundred and fifty dollars, thirty cents; if above one hun-
dred and fifty, and not exceeding two hundred dollars, forty cents;
if above two hundred, and not exceeding three hundred dollars,
sixty cents; ift above three hundred, and not exceeding four hun-
dred dollars, eighty ¢ents; if above four hundred, and not exceeding
five hundred: dollars, one doliar; if above five hundred dollars, and
not excleeding seven hundred and fitty dollars, one dollar and forty
cents; if above seven hundred’and fifty, and not exceeding one
thousand dollars, two dollars; if above one thousand, and not ex-
ceeding fifteen hundred dollars, three dollars; if above fifieen hut-
dred, and not exeeeding two thousand dollars, four dollars; if above
two thousand, and not exceeding three thousand dollars, six dollers;
if abdve three thousand, and‘not exceeding four thousand dollars,
eight dollars; if above four thousand, and not exceeding five thons-
and dollars, ten dollars; if above five thousand, and not exceeding
seven thousand dollars, fourteen dollars; 1f above seven thotsand,
and not exceeding” ten thousand dollars, twenty dollars; if ahove
ten. thousand, and not exceeding fitteed thonmsand dollars, thirty
dollars;. if above fifteen thovsand, and not exceeding twenty thous-
and dollars, thirty eight dollars; if dbove twenty thousand, and
not exceeding: thjrty thou}sand dollars, fifty-six dollars; if above
thirty thousand, and not execeding fifty thousand dollars; ninety
dollars; if above fifty thousand, and not exceeding one hundred
thousand dollars, one hundred and- seventy-five dollars; if above
one hundred thonsand dollars, two huodred dollars; or any license
to .practice, or certificate of admission of any attorney-atlaw
grauted by any court in this State, ten dollars; sny policy of in-
surance, contract or instrument in the nature thereof, npon any
house, factory machinery, ship, steamer or vessel, of any deserip-
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tion, any goods, wares, or merchandise, or Ffurniture, or:any-life Insurance
insurance, one-half of the duty levied on bills~of exchange; any Pelicien

receipt for the payment of money.for; or any contract, certificate

or memorandum, relative to the purchase of passage from this 3tate passenger
to any place-out of the limits of, or from any place out of this State, ket

to another place out of the Timits-thereof, upon any, vessel or steam-
ship, if .for = first class passage, six dollars; and if for a second
class passage, four dollars; and if for a steerage passage, two.dol-
lars. Provided, That nothing in this Act shall be construed to
affect imany way the official drafts of officers of the United States,
or of this State.. g .

Sec. 2. The Governor, Treasurer, and Secretary of State, aye
herebp named as Commissioners of Stamp Duties, any two of whom
shall form a guorum competent to perform any act herein required
of them. Immediately after the passage of this Act and thereafter
as often as may be necessary, it shall be the duty of said Commis-

sioners to devise and cause to be made a5 many seals, differing one pevise ana
from the other in such manper as shall correspond to the severa] erder seats.

rates herein imposed, that is to say: .
Oue seal for each distinet duty, and to make records of said de-
vices nnd file the same in the office of the Secretary of State. It shall
further-be the duty of said Commissioners to immediately publish
for proposals for bids and plans for stamping the seals to be devised
13 aforesaid upon the material required to be stamped, and upon a
given day to open said bids to determine mpon any plan that may
seem best to them, whether contained in the said bids or not, avd
to award the contract for the impressing -of all the seals herein
required to be stamped upon paper, parchment, or other material,
under such conditions, checks, rules and regulations, ag from time
to time may be adopted by said- Commissioners or by the Legisla-
ture, to the lowest and most respousible bidder, for the term of one
year, upon his executing a bond for the faithful discharge of his
contract, in the sam of fifty thousand dollars with sureties approved
by said Commissioners. ‘The said Commissioners shall further
establish, and from time to. time, whet in their judgment proper,
shall alter and change such rules and regulations whereby it shall
be provided that the Secretary of State shall be respousible for the
safe custody of the said seals; and the said seala shall only be used
by the Stamp Contractor, under. the supervision of the said Secre-
tary: and whereby it shall further be provided that the Secretary
shall keep or cadse to be kept, a record of each impression made
by eaid contracton; and the said contractor shall be responsible on
his hond, according -to the said record as aforesaid, that after
the stamping the said contractor shall then deliver the papers, or

other material so stamped, to the Controller of State, taking his Papers stamped,

Teceipt therefor; and whereby further, it shali be provided that the
Coutroller shall so. mark, or cause to be marked, such paper or
Other. material, by numbering, or otherwise,, as the said Commis-
Slonors may direct, so that-an accurate counter check upon their
genuineness may be made, and shall preserve a record thereof in

13 office; and said Commissioners shall further pyovide a 8Y5t@M Dovige means to
Whereby, ag far as possible, frands, either in the using of the seals, prevent frauds.

ot the disposal and custody of the material stamped may be avoid-
¢d; andin all cases not provided for by this Aect, they shall pro-
21 :

\ |
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of Btamp Duties.
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vide for the accountability of parties employed, or acting in any
‘manner in virtue of any provision herein confained; and further-
more they shall particularly investigate all cases of frauds, forgeries,
or evasion of this Act, pnd take snch means as may he suitable to
subject the offenders to the fines and penalties herein ordered,
Sec. 3. The Secrctary of State shall provide all paper, or
furaished ¥ other materia], necessary under this Act, and shall from time to
State. time, as may be needed, issue the same to the Stamp Contractor.
The Controller shall keep an accurate record, showing the different
rates, ag well ag the nggregate amount of stamped paper, or other
material, received by him from the Stamp Contractor, the date of
the receipt, the description of counter-checks placed thereon, and
the disposition of the same, whether sold or transmitted to the
County Treasurers, or otherwise disposed of. The Controller shall,

Muteriala

Controllerto by some reliable means, distribute to the various County Treasurers
furnish Count?  sneh number and denominations of stamped paper, br other ma-

terial, with his counter-check thereon, as may be needed for sale in
said counties, obtaining their receipt therefor, for his own discharge.
TUpon remitting to the County Treasurers said stamped paper, he
shall keep an accurate account with each County Treasurer, show-
ing the amount, as well a3 the different rates, of stamped paper
transmitted to, and recfipted for, by said County Treasurers ; and
Responsibility  the said County Treasurers shall be responsible on their bonds for

of Treasurers.  the value of said papers so receipted for by them, unless the said
stamped papers themselves be shown to be in their possession,

Manner of Src. 4. Whenever any person shall desire to purchase any

P aaive.  stamped papers or parchments of the Controller, the purchaser

stampod paper. ghall inform the Controller of the amount and denomination of
stamped papers or parchments he may wish to purchase, and the
Controller thén shall give him an anthorization, directing the Trea-
surer of State to receive into the General Fand the amount of
money for which the purchase is desired to be made ; and upon the
Treasurer giving the purchaser a certificate of the fact of his hav-
ing paid the mouey, o nny-part thereof, into the Treasury, the
Coutroller shall deliver to the said purchaser the eguivalent 10
stamped papers or parchmeuts. And any person purchasing ot
one time, stamped papers as aforesaid, for a sum in the aggregate
amounting to fifty dollars, 8hall be entitled to a deduction of eight
per cént. on the aggregate amount of sald purchase money.

Persons deslring  SEC. 5. When any person shall wish to havefany blank sheet

sheots stamped. or piece of paper, or parchment, or printed, litf ographed, or eo-
graved forms, stamped io the manner required ime this Act, he may
deposit tho same in the office of the Secretary of State, accomps
nied by a memorandum, desiznating the denomination of the seal,
or the rate of duty, that he may wish impressed thercon respec
tively ; whereupon it shall be the daty (ftp the said Seerctary of
State to cause the same to be stamped in $he manner designated in
the said memorandum, and the same proceedings and the same de-
duction shall thereupon bo had for the purchase thereof, by the
person so makiog the deposit, as provided for in the foregoing §eC-
tions. ‘

Papersregarded  Sgc. 6. All deeds and writings whatsoever, for the payment of

an insurauce
policies. 2 ] be
steamery steamship, or other vessel, or of any goods laden, or to

any sum of money upon the ccutingeney of the loss of amy ship:,

LAWS OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
L4

laden thereon, or damages thereto, shall be construed and adjudged .
to be policies of insurance within this Act, and chargeable with the
several rates of duty hereinbefore mentioned. Ted s

Seo. 7. No instrument or writing whatever, executed. on’ or Papers executes
sfter the first day of July, one ‘thonsand eight hundred-}mﬁp fifty- {‘i';‘,f; i?j:i",‘,,id
seven, and charged by this Act with the payment of duty # afore- ucless stamped.
said, shall be pleaded,’or set up, or given in evidence in any'court, or
admitted to be available in law or equity, bat shall be ahd remain
absolately void, unless the same shall be stamped or farked, gs
aforesaid. H .

Seo. 8. After a sheet, or pieco of paper, or p ?(_:hment duly famepiper to
stamped, has been once used for any purpose for ghich s duty ia
herein imposed, it shall not be lawfol to use thersame paper or
perchment again, for any purpose for which a dnty,is levied, without
previously causing the same to be again stamped:”

Sec. 9. If any person or persons shall write, priut, or engrave, OTenses and
or cause to be written, printed, or engraved, upon any unstamped '
paper, parchment, or other material, with intent fraudulently to
evade, or to assist or aid others, frandulently to evade any of the
duties imposed by this Act, any of the matter and things for which
the said paper or parchment is hereby charged to pay any duty, or
shall write, print, or engrave, or cause to be written, printed, or
eagraven, any matter or thing, upon any paper or parchment, or ’
other material that shall be stamped for any lower duty than the
daty, by this' Act payable, ‘or shall write, ptint, or engrave, or
cause to be written, printed, or engraved, upon any paper or parch-
ment, duly stamped, any matters or things in respect whereof the
duty is payable, as aforesaid, at a distance from the stamps im-

Pressed ghereon, with intent again to use the said paper, parch-
ent, or other material, or with intent fraudulently to evade tho
duties imposed by this Act, or, shall write, print, or engrave, or
Cause, to be written, printed, or engraved, any matters or things in
Tespect whereof a duty is payable, or any stamped paper, parch-
tent, or other material,-whereon there shall*have been before writ-
ten, printed, or engraved, any other matter or thing, in respect
Whereof & duty is payable by this Act, before such paper, parch-
menl_:, or other material shall have been agein daly stamped ac
Cording to this Act, such person so offending, shall, for every such
offense, forfeit the sum of two hundred dollars, one half for the nse Forfeit.
of the State, and the other half to the use of the informer, who
shall bg 5 competent witness thereto. Any person or persons, who
Shall issne any instrament in writing or otherwise, Wwithout such Misdemeanor
8tamp as is herein directed, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- und fine.
Deanor, and on conviction shall be fined in any sum-not exceeding
¢ amount for which saidinstrument was so illegally issued.
Sec. 10. If any person or persons whatsoever shall counterfeit Persons counter-

or forge anySeql, to resemble any seal which shali bp devised or deeigf.'ﬁd’fp“gls o
Wade in pff¥ifince of this Act, or any counter-checks devised by Stete:
& Compfissifners of Stamp Duties, and used by the Controller of

[]

Shell counterfeit or resemble the impression of the same,
Bpon any paper, parchment, or other material, thereby to defrand,
OF to permit others to defrand the State of any of the daties im-
Posed by this Act, or shall either vend or sell any paper, parch-
ent, or other material, with such counterfeit impression or such
Countergheck thereupon, knowing the agme to be counterfeited, or'

AN

~— ,
) 307 N,




/ 3c;é

LAWS GF‘THE‘ STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

ghall frandulently use ‘any seal directed or allowed to be nsed by

* thie Act] in relation to the duties hereby levied, with intent to e

»

Guilty of 'felany,
and penalty.

Additional
Clerks,

Duty of County
Treasurers.

*

-

Quarterly
gettlements.

)

Vielaticn or
neglect of duty,

»
£

frand the State of any df the said duties, or shall frandulently uge
eaid seals, or any’one of them, 'In any manner different from the
manter preseribed by this Act, then every person so offending shall
be adjndged guilty of a félony, and upon convietion thereof by a
Court of competent jurisdiction,. shall be finéd in any som not ex-
ceeding three thousand dollars, and imprisgned in the State Prison
for any time not excegding seven yeafs.

Sec. 11. It shall be lawful for each the Controller and Secre-
tary of State to'efnploy additiorfal clerks for the purpose of aiding
and assisting them in the discharge rof their duties imposed wpon
them by this Ac. Provided, 'Fhat not more than two hundred
dollars per month be expended in either office for this purpose.

Bec. 1%, 1t shall be the duty of the County Treasurers of the
“various ‘counties to receive and receipt for the stamped instruments,
or fritings, or blank sheets or pieces of paper, or parchment, sent
to'tHem by the Contloller, to sell the same to such .persons as may
wish to buy, inaking-the deduction of five per cent. to such persons
as by for an amount, at any one time, exceeding twenty-five dol-
lars, to place the proceeds of said sales in the General Fuad, and
to account.for and pay over the same to the State Treasury, in the
same maunér, and subject to the conditions as other moneys received
by them for the nse of the Greneral Fund, under the same paing,
penalties, forfeitures and judgments. The County Anditor quar-
terly shall settle with the County Treasuvers, and shall ascertain
the amount of dutied realized, and the amount of stamped paper
ot parchmeht on hand with the Coupty Treasurer, and,shall for-
ward to the Controller of State an accurate statement of said ac-
count, within one-week after the settlemhent thereof. Provided,
That in the counties of San*Francisco, Sacramento and Yuba, said
sottlements shall be made monthly, and monthly the County Trea-
surers of said counties shall settle with the Treasurer of State for
all moneys received by them from the sale of stamps. Y

Sra. 13. If the Controller or Secretary of State, or any Clerk
in sither of the said offices, or -any County Treasuver, or QOﬂDtY
Auditor,” shall violate or neglect to perform, or perform in. a0y
_other way than required by this Act, any duty imposed apon thems
by this Act, or by the regulations of the Commissioners of Stamp
Duties, he or they shall be sdjudged guilly of a misdemeanor 12
office. and punished accordingly. Any piece or sheet of paper, or
parchmept, whether in blank, or ptinted, or epgraven, or hthO:
graphed, duly stamped, shall be-deemed fo be valuable property;

Peraons guiltyof &nd apy person stealing, robbing, or purloining, or in any masser

larceny.

Monthly report
of Contreller.

uplawfully or fraudulently coming into, or taking possession of the
game, or unlawfully using the sathe for the sake 6f gain, or’aty
public officer, or stamp contractor, or any person efployed by bith
unlawfully or fraudnlently disposing of the same ip, & mannecli
fiot provided for by this Aect, shall he guilty of pet‘t,u,){; or gran 1
larcény, as the case'may be, according to the value of the stamPee
paper or parchment o taken, possessed or used as aforesaid, or b
aggregate value thereof, if more than one be 80 taken or nsed &
the same time. ' he
Szc, 14! Upon the last Saturday in each month, it shail be ¥
duty of the’ Conttoller t6*transmit to the Commissioners of Stamp
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Daties a report, showing the number and denomination of stamped

papers or parchments receipted for by him, and the disposition of

the same; if by sale, the aggregate mmonnt of authorizations

issued by him to the Treasurer of State, and the aggregate amonnt

of money ackuowledged by the said Treasurer’therefor; and if by
transmission to the Connty Treasurers, the aggregate amount

thereof, stating the fact of his having their receipts in his posses-

gion. Upon the same day, the Secretary of State shall also report Report of secre-
to the Commissioners of Stamp Duties, the number snd denomina. 17 of Btate.
tion of papers and parchments stamped by the Stamp Contractor,

and it shall be the duty of said Commissioners to receive sald re- puty of Gom-
ports, and to consider as well the information therein contained, missioners.
and that derived from such other sonrces as they may deem propér,

in order that they may see that this Act is faithfully carried out

and obeyed. }

Sec. 15. 'The Stamp Clontractor shall be responsible and charge- Responsivitity of
able o, his official bond for all the papers and parchnients stamped Goutracter and
by him, for which he cannot produce the Coptroller’s receipt, and '
the Controller of State shall be respoosible. and chargeable upon
his official bond, for all the stamped papers of parchments receipt-
ed for by him to the Stamp Contractor, for whick ke, the said Con-
troller, cannot produce either the receipt of the County Tredsurer,
or the receipts of the meney paid into the Treasury by purchasers,
signed by the Treasurer of State.

Bec. 16. Any person who shall cut, engrave or make, 0r cause rersonsgullty of
to be out, engraved or made, any seal to resemble a seal devised or ooy
made in pursuance of this Act, or any persoir who shall have in his
or fer possession any seal resembling a seal devised or made as
herein provided for, with the intent to defraud, of to aid in defraud-
ing, the State of the duty hereidl imposed, shall be held guilty of a
felony, and be subject to the pains and penalties provided in section
ten of this Act, .

Bre: 17. The sam of tet thousand dollars is hereby appropri- Appropriation.
sted out of any money in the Tréazury, and belonging to the gén-
¢ral fund not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of carrying
vut the provisions of this Act, to be driwn under the supervision
of the Commissioners of ;Stamp Duties, on the warrant of the Cop-
troller. The said commissioners shall only.aundit the accounts Of Aceountsof
the Stamp Contractor upon an .exatination of ‘the Fécord made opiastors bow
wnder the supervision of the Secretary of State, and of the receipts
of the Controller, and upon such other evidence as to them may be
satigfactory. . .

Skc. 18. If from any couse d sufficient ‘number of stamps for Cireumstances
Beneral use can not be distributed in the variops counties by the $ng;; wbich tule
time designated in the first section of this Act, upon the said Com-

Inlssionérs publishing a certificgte of that fact, ind filing the same
1o the office of the Sebretary'o? ‘State, this' Act shall be suspended
totil the first day of Aungust next; and if at any timethe Stamp

ontractor shall, from any cause whatever, fail to discharge the
tonditions of his contract so that the public interest thereby may be
€Xposed to material injury, the said Commissioners, upon the deter-
Mination of that fact by them, are aunthorized to suspend his con-
tract until further action by the succeeding Legislature, and to
Provide ways and means otherwise for the proper carrying into
&ffect of this Act.
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rovisi he Act enti-

swamp lands, excepted from tho provisions of &
?ﬂaﬁ “‘ An Keb to I;rovi dg for the sale of the swamp and qverﬂowed
lands belonging to this State,” passed April twenty-eighth, .ono

-thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, upon any of the swamp

and overflowed lands embraced within the provisions of this Act,
shall be protected in his, her, or their possession, ﬂcccoy‘dmg to
the boundary-lines of said possession, or Jocation ; _Promded,‘that,
ke, she, or they, shall, within twelve months from and after thfz
passage ol this Act, comply with all the other reqqlrementsho
purchasors, under the provisions of this Act; Provided, furt'er,
that tho said elaim shall not excoed six hundred and forty acres,
or measurs more than one-half mile front, by legal subdivision,
- bay, lake, or navigable stream.
ODSZT?. ]5) y}Sectio,n ten of said Act is hereby amended so a8 to
ad ag follows : )
re‘éiction ter—In all cases where a contest for the cermﬁcalte gf
urchase, or other evidence of title, to the same tract (;f imt ’
thall arise before the Register, when such contest is pum‘d}f a: o
the survey, the Register shall dotermine the same, aceoy 1nﬁom
the facts, and issue bis certificate therefor, to the per:%on w o
he shall determine to be entitled thereto. \Vhene\erl, in b
judgment of the Register, a question of law alone, or of i“il‘de-‘
fact, is involved in such contest, or when either party Sta i
mand o trial of such quostions in the Courts of the Sta' e,ft :
Register shall enter such judgment, or demand, of elt‘hei '?n oo
parties, in the rocord of the proceedings bad before élstj o
gether with a direction that the parties to guch con (;'on A
referred to the Courts of the State for a legal determina lntesf
said contost, or conflicting claim. Either party to suc(}.jl siw o
may bring his action in tho District Coutt of the hocon'iﬁt'
which the land in dispute is situate, to determine suc L O e
ing claim, and the proffer of a certified copy of said en lsjg o
by the Register, and npon service and roturn of pr(lnlce o
other civil cases, shall give to said District Court fg ;anﬂictiﬂg
plobe jurisdietion to bear, try, and determine, .sald (,o) Tt
claim. Upon filing with the State Register a certlﬁe. 001%7 Sate
final judgment or decision of said District Qourt, Si} e,
Register shall issue Lis certificate, or other ev1denc€f Odere
accordance with such decison. For services to be ren ilad ©
the Receiver, as prescribed by this Act, he shali be eﬂach a5,
demand and receive, as a foe, the sum of ten dollars, in entestiﬂg!
to be depositod, equally, in advance, by the parties ct(ést ehen
and on the filing, hearing, or termination, of such con S eding®
finally determined by bim—or on certifying the 'Pmto o
had by him, as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for him y
equally, in whole or in part, the above sum to either © ton
tios contestant, and for each certificate of purchase or Pt
shall be cntitled to demand the sum of five dollaxs. ¢ this Act
Sgo. 6. All lands purchased under the provisions Ohase-
shall be held to be taxable from and after dato of purc

TENTH BESSION.

Cnpapr. QCCXV.—4An Act amendatory of, and supplementary to, an
Aet to provide Revenue for the support of the Government of this

State, approved April twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and fifty-
seven.

[Approved April 19, 1859.]

The People of the State of Califoraia, represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows :

Secrron 1.
vide revenue for the support of tho Government of this Stato,
approved April twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven,
is hereby amended s0 as to read as follows :

Soction second—All property, of every kind and nature what-
¢ver, within this State, shall be subject to taxation, except:

First—All lands, and lots of grounds, with buildings, improve- Exempt.

ments, and structures thereon, belonging to the State, or to any
Municipal Corporation, or to any County of the State, and all
‘lands belonging to the United States, or to this State, and all
buildings and improvements belonging to the United States, or
30 this State. '
" Becond —Court-houses, Jails, Town-halls, Council-chambers,
Market-houses, belonging to any County, or Municipal Gorpora-
‘tion, houses occupied by Fire-companies, and their apparatus,
and other public structures and edifices, and all squares and lots
kept open for health or public use, or for ornament, belonging to
any County, City, Town, or Village, in this State.
] Third“(]olleges, school-houses, and other baildings for the
“Purpose of education, with their furniture, libraries, and all other
equipinents, and the lots, or lands, theveto appurtenant, and
- W8ed therewith, so long as the same ghall be used for that pur-
Dose, unless the same are private property, from which a rent or
“Valuable consideration for their nse 18 derived; in which latter

;8¢ thoy shall be taxed as other property.

) Fqurth—Publie hospitals, asylums, poof-houses, and othor
tharitable or henevolont institutions for the relief of the indi-
Bent and affiicted, and the lots, or lands, thereto appurtenant,
Fith all their furniture and equipments, so long as the same shall

o2 bsed for that purpose only, and without pocuniary gain.
gy {fth—Churches, chapels, and other buildings for religious wor-
Sy 1D, with their furnitore and equipments, and the lots of ground

4

‘ a,ij];{ml‘tenant thereto, and used therewith, provided rent is not
s

for such ground, so long as the same shall be used for such

§ -?"Pose only, without yielding rent.
§ by Steth—Cemeteries, and grave-yards, set apart and used for
2 ¢ purpose of interring the dead.

- cverti—The property of widows, or orphan children, to the
Sunt of one thousand dollars.

“ghth—Growing crops.

tnth—Mining-claims.
i“_ all cases where property, other than growing erops, or
Ning.claims, is claimed as cxempt from taxation, under the

343
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provisions of this section, by any person, association, or corpora.
tion, except the [United States, or the State of California, such
person, association, or corporation, in order to entitle himself
or themsclves, to the benefit of such exemption, shall make a
statement in writing to tho Tax-Collector, setting forth the
property claimed to be exempted, by whom sueh proporty is
18 owned, and the reason for such exemption. Such statement
shall be verificd by the oath of the person claiming such exomp-
tion, or of some person on his behalf; and where the statement
is made by an association, or corporation, it shall be verified by
the oath of some person on behalf of said assogiation, or chrpe-
ration. Tho Tax-Cellector, or any,of his Deputies, are hereby
authorized and empowered to administer such oath, and fo pre-
seribe tho form thereof, without chargo. Such statement, in
writing, duly verified, as aforesaid, shall he delivered to the
Tax-Collector, prior to the third Monday of October, in each
year,

Src. 2. Bection third of said Aet is hercby amended so a8
to read as follows:

Section third—Between the first Monday in February and the
second Monday in March, in each yoar, every persen, corpors-
tion, association, company, or firm, owning, claiming, or having
any interest in, or having tha possession, charge, or control, of
any real estate, or any personal property, sifuate or being within
the County, shall deliver to the City and County Asscssor, at his
office or place of residence, a siatement, under oath, of all the
real estate or personal property within' tho County, owned 0T
claimed by such person, firm, corporation, association, or ¢om-
pany, or which is in tho possession, or under the control of such
person, fivm, corporation, agsociation, or com{umy. Said state-
ment shall contain a description of the real estate owned or
clatmed by suéh person, corporation, association, or firm, or 1t
which said person, corporation, association, or firm, has, or ¢laims
to have, any interest, or wwhich is undor the possession, charg®
or control, of such person, corporation, association, or firm, an

. the cash value thereof, the name of ,such person, *gorporatioh

association, or firm; the cash value of all the personal px:opel‘t}'x
and a description thereof, under the following classification 22
definition : -

First—All houschold and kitehen furniture; all law, medics’
and miscellancous libraries. )

Second—All stocks of goods on hand; all goods, wares, Me”
chandize, and chattels, of every description. "

Third—All money on hand, or on deposit in banik, or baaks, ?
with individuals; and all gold-dust.

Fourih—All horses, mules, oxen, cows, calves, beef-catile, h".)g?’
sheep, goats, jacks, and jennets, and cattle of every descrlptlolls’_
wagons, carriages, and all other vehicles, whether for use, plot
ure, or hirve. .

Fifth—All machines, or machinery, and all works, and I?n,_
provements, not fixed to the soil, and not included in the ter”
real estate, as defined in this Act.

Sixth—All storeships and hulks, all steamors, vessels
water-craft, of every kind and name, either owned in who'es

and
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i part, by a resident, or residents, of the State, or registered in
this State, or navigating the waters of any river or bay within
this State, or having a general depot, or terminus, within this
State, giving the name and value, separately, of each of such
storeships, hulks, steameors, vessels, and water-craft.

SeventAi—The capital stook of all corporations, compandes, as.
gociations, firms, or individuals, doing business, or having an of-
fice in the State. -

Bighth—All other property, not real-estate, which is not oth-
erwise taxed.

Every snch statoment shall be signed and vorified by the
person. making such statoment, or by his agent, or by some
member of the association, company, or firm, making such state-
ment, or by the President, (or other bead,) Cashicr, Secretary,
or Managing Agent, of the corporation making such statement.
In all cases where such statemaent is made, and sworn to, the oath
of the person making such statement, shall state, in substance,
that tho person, corporation, association, company, ot firm, mak.
ing the statement, or in whose behalf such statement is made,
has no property, of any kind or nature, situate or being within
the County, other than the property included in such statement;
that such person, corporation, association, corapany, or firm, has
n0% the possession, charge, or control, of, or any interest in, any
Property, whether real, personal, or mixod, situate, lying, or bo-
ing within sueh County, other than the property mentioned and
described in such statoroent; that said statement is a full, true,
Yrrect, and complete statemont of all of the different kinds of
Iroperty owned, or claimed, by such person, corporation, assoei.
ilon, firm, or company, situate, lying, or being within said
Qaaty, or in the possession, charge, or control of such associa-
01, gorporatien, firm, or company ; that the value of such prop-
oty, and of each and every kind ithereof, given in said stato-
Jent, is true, to the knowledge of the person making such oath.
Aald oath may be administered by the Assessor, or any Deputy

8essor, of the proper County, or by any Notary Publie, Dis-
. ¢ Judge, or Clerk of a Court, having a geal. Such statemeut,
hDd the valuation of the personal property made therein, shall
itf dﬁaal and conclusive, in regard to the personal property there-
- Ueseribod ; Provided, such statoment 38 mude in the time here-
! Provided, and in strict conformity to the provisions of this

%. But guch statement shall not be final and conclusive in re-
gtard to real ostate, or the value of real estate ; Provided, thatthe

Alement for the fiscal year, ending June thirtioth, cighteen
ti?;ldred and sixty, may be made and given to the Assessor any
ﬁft; nt‘lefore the first Monday of June, eighteen hundred and

$-Bine,

. ¢tween the second Monday in March and the first Monday in

ingust, in oach year, the City and County Assessor shall ascer-
o] by diligentinquiry and examination, the names of all persons,

por:"tt-ions, associations, companies, or firms, owning, claiming,
Aing the possession, chargoe, or control, of any real estate, ov
Onal property, sitnate or being within the County, and the
tash value of all such real estaie, and porsonal property, and
3all list or assess all such real estate, and personal property,
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to'the person, firm, corporation, association, or company ownin
it, or having the possession, charge, or control of it, if known t%
him. TIn all cases, where such person, firm, agsociation, company
or corporation, has neglected, or failed, from any cange, to givg,
to the Assessor the statoment, under oath, in the time and man.
ner provided for in this section, it shall be the duty of the As.
sessor to makoe an approximate estimate of the valuc of tho per-
sonal property situate, lying, or being within the County, owned
or claimed by such person, firm, association, company, or coTpo-
ration, or in the possession, charge, or control, of such person,
firm, association, company, or corporation, taking care that the
revenue of the State shall not be diminished in consequence of
any neglect or failure to give a statement, under oath; and the
estimate made by the Assessor shall be final and conclusive, so
far ag personal property is concerned.

Tt shall also be the duty of the Assessor to make an ap-
..Eroximate estimate of the value of all real estate, lying or
eing within the County, whether the same be included in an
statement, under oath, made according to the provisions of this
section or not, and the estimate o made, by the Assessor, shall
be final and conclusive, in regard to all real estate, and improve-
ments on public lands, unless such estimate is altered by the
Board of Hqualization; Provided, all real estate, and personal
property, shall be assessed to a perdon, firm, corporation, associa-
tion, or company, as herein provided, if any owner or claimant
shall be known to the Assessor, and to all owners and claimants,
known or unknown, and to all owners and claimants of any in-
terest, present or fature therein, or any lien upon the same, an
no error in rogard to such owner or claimant shall in anywise

affect the validity of such assessment.

SEc. 8. Section four of said Aet is hereby amended 8o 23 10
read as follows:

Section four—1It shall be the duty of tho Assessor to prepare &
tax-list, or assessment-roll, of real estate, with an alphabetical
index connectod therewith, in a well-boand book, or books, 10
which boolk, or books, shall bo listed, or assessed, all tho real
estate within the Cily and County ; and in the said book, or books,
he shall set down, in separate columns:

First—The names of all inhabitants taxable for real estate.
Second—All real estate taxable to each, giving the metes 2%
bounds, or describing tho lots, or fractions of lots, by number o

otherwise, in any City or incorporated Town, and giving
quantity of acres, as near as possible, of each tract outsido S4¢7
City or Town, and the locality and Township where it is situst®®’
Provided, that whenever two or more parties claim, or give I -
description of, ithe same land, it shall be assessed to each party
making such claim, or giving such description.

Third—The cash value of the same.

Fourth—The Assessor shall, alsn, in another book, make a‘map}
or plan, of the various blocks within any incorporated C% gf
Town, when directed so to do, by the Board of Supel‘Vlﬂor‘zﬂu
the County in which such Town or City is situated, an
mark thereon the various subdivisions, as they are assess®
in each subdivision he shall mark the names of the pers®

d, a8
],JS {0

ghom it is assessed; Provided, that in the City and Coupty of

H 5.0 Francisco the form of the tax-list, or assessment-roll, shall be
" Sch a8 may be directed by the Board of Supervisors.
" Tt shall be the duty of the Assessor to prepare a tax-list, or

assessment-roll, of personal property, alphabetically arranged,
in a well-bound hook, or books, in which book, or books, shall
be listed, or assessed, all the personmal properiy within the City
and County; and inthe said book, or books, he shall set down, in
separate columns :

First—The names of all inhabitants taxable for personal prop-
arty.

g’econd—All personal property taxable to each, under the classi-
fiation provided for in scotion second of this Act; Provided, that
all storeships and hulks, all steamers, vessels, and water-craft, of
every kind and name, may be listed, or assessed, in the alpha-
betical order of the names of such storeships, hulks, steamers,
vessels, and water-craft, instead 'of the order of the names qf
their ownerg, and in a separate book, at the discretion of the As-

- hemsor,
- Third—The cagh value of all personal property.

8ec. 4. Section five of sald Act is hereby amended s0 as to

U resd as follows:
{ - Section five—The term real estate, as used in this Act, ghall Definition of
© include lands, and all immovable property thereon, including all

douses or structures. The term personal property, shall include
¢l property, as defined and classified in section second of this
4¢t, exeept real property.

Sg¢. 5. Section nine of said Act is hereby amended so as to
read as follows:

- Bection nine—Between the socond Monday in March and the paver st
© fiest Monday in August, in each year, the Asscssor shall, once in to Collestor.

Svory two weeks, or oftener, in his diseretion, deliver to the Tax-
Mollector a list containing the names of all persons, firms, corpo-
Tations, and associations, who have given in a sworn statement,
%8 provided for in section second of this Act, or whose porsonal
Pl‘Dperty has been finally assessed by said Assessor, as horein be-

~ #Te provided, and the amount of the tax on personal property

4808ged to each of such persons, firms, corporations, and associa-
08 said list shall be signed and certified by the Assessor.
: Atany time after roceiving such list or lists, the Tax-Collec-
E’O‘f is hereby authorized and required, either in person or by
~%puty, to demand of each and every person, firm, corperation,
fr assogiation, named in such list, the payment of the amount of
fle tax on personal property spegified in such list; and if any
Huely person, firm, corporation, or association, can not be found, or
008 1ot reside in the County, or if such person, firm, corporation,
HS?‘QGlation, or company, shall negleet or refuse to pay such tax,
-2d Tax.Collgctor, or his Deputy, shall seize sufficient of the per-
Uha] property of the party so neglecting or refusing to pay, to
sty thé taxes and costs, and shall post a notice of such seiz-
¢, with a deseription of the property, and the time and place
sore it will be sold, in three publig places in the County where
18 8¢izod, and shall then, at the expiration of five days, pro-

eed 1o sell, at public auction, at tho timo and place mentioned,

terms,
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to the highest bidder, for cash, a sufficient quantis of gaf

erty to pay the taxes and expenses incurreg, inclugin "S:(;gtéjgolzi
mlleage.' And for this service, the Tax-Collector shall be n1
lowed, from the delinquent party, a fee of three dollars and t:}ll-
samne mileago that a Sheriff would be entitled to receive,for tmve
eling to the place to make a levy, and upon the payment of ‘;he
purchase-money, he shall deliver to the purchaser the propert

sold, together with a certificato of the sale, and of the an?oun);
of taxes and expenses for which tho property was sold, where
upon the title to the property so sold, shall vest absolutely in the
purchaser. Tho Tax-Colloctor shall, once in €very month, re-
turn to the Auditor a list of all collections made under this sec.
tion, and shall also mark the word ¢ paid” on the general assess-
;)Ilgg-t-roll opposite the name of each party whose taxes are so

SE0. 6. Section fifteen of said Act is hereby amended so as
to read as follows :

Beotion fifteen—On or before the fourth Monday in Novem-
ber, the 'Max-Collector shull cause the delinquent-list named in
soction fourteen to be published, giving, .in said publication, the
name of the owner, when known, of all tho real cstate, together
with guch a condensed degeription of the property that it may
easily be known; and, also, » similar condenged description of any
real estate assessed {0 unknown owners; and, also, the name of
every party delinquent, for any tax on porsonal property ; and,
also, opposite cach name or description, give the amount 0
taxes, including the costs hercin before provided, due from each
delinguent porson or property. If a newspaper is published in
tho County, the publication by this section required shall be
mado by one insertion, one time per weel, for three successive
weelks, in some paper published in the City and County, orin &
supplement to such paper. Said publication shall also designate
the time and placo of commencing the sale, which time shali not
be less than twenty-one days, nor more than twenty-eight days,
from tho first appearance of the publication, and the place shall
be in front of the City and County Court-house.

SEc. 7. Section sixteen of said Act is hereby amended s0 28
to read as follows:

Section sixteen—On the day, and at the place fixed for the
sale, or on some subsequent day to which he may have postpone
it, of which he shall give due notice, tho Tax-Collector shall, be-
twoen the hours of ten o’'clock, a. m., and three, p. AL, commenc
to sell tho real estate advertised, and upon which the taxes 43
costs have not been paid, commencing at tho head of the lish
and continuing it in the alphaboetical or numerical order of 1083
or blocks, as entered on the assessment-roll, and continuing 8!
list through, unless the sale is adjourned until anothor day; #°
power is hereby given to the Tax-Collector to postpone the dey
of commencing the sale, and 10 postpone the sale, from
day, after it has been commenced, if he doemy the bhest intorcst
of the State, and the City, and County, or of the tax-payers v
be served by such postponement; Provided, however, the whoio
salo of real estate shall be comploted within threo weeks £0™

the day first fixed as the day of sale.
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¥ gr0.8. Scction twenty-third of said Aet is hereby amended 8o

b0 rend as follows:

gn to bo substantially recited in the tax-certificate, and by sec-
tion twenty-two,in the deed, shall bo decomed, and they are here-
by declared, to be all the requisites essential to the validity of
wles made for taxes, and a deed, made in conformity with the re-
quirements of section twenty-two, shall convey to the grantec
e absoiuto title to the lands deseribed in said deed, free and
dear of all ineumbrances, liens, claims, rights, titles, and inter-
wts, of every kind, of any person, or persons, corporation, or cor-
poraiions, whatever, whethor said land was taxed to such per-
gn, or persons, corpordtion, or corporations, by name or not,
exeepting only the right and title of the United States, or of the
- 8iate of. California, or of minox children, who may redcem, as
. Berein provided, within one year after coming of age; and such.
| deed shall be prima facie evidence of title in the grantee, except
when the land ia claimed by tho United States, or by this State,
inwhich case said deed shall be prima facie evidence of the right
of possossion, and all right, title, interest, claim, and possession
#quired by any individual, corporation, or body politie, has been
; #broguted to the grantee, and such deed shall be conclusive

E moof of the maiter by it set forth, except that Courts of Law

- 8d Fqnity may exarnino only in regard to such deed, and may
s Mar any testimony in relation thereto, to show:

First—That the property, or a larger parcel of which it is &
Mrtion, was not assessed, or equalized, as required by law.

Becond—That the taxes, or a portion of them, were not levied
by law, or by some person, or body, under authority of law.

*Third——That the taxes were paid.

Fourth—That, at a proper time and plaes, the proporty was
%ot sold at public auction, by a proper officer, or by a person act-
-1g, de faeto, as such officer. :

- Fifth—That the property was redeemod.
Bizth—That the person who executed the deed was not the
- oper officer, or de facto acting as such officer.

Beventh—Where the real cstate has been sold to Pay taxes on
- ¥Wsona] property, as hercinafter provided, that said real estate

' not belong to the person to whom said tax was assessed.

K B 9. Scction twenty-seven of said Act is herehy amended
538 10 read as follows:

btion twenty-seven—On the day designated for the sale, in

. ,ﬁﬂ:‘;PUblieation made according to soction tifteen, or at any time
. Teaftor the Tux-Collector shall seize, and take into his pos-
FYon,; any personal property that he can find belonging to any
pﬂ’aoﬂ delinguent for tax on any property, whethor personal
¥ Mpel‘ty or real ostate; and he shall sell so much of such seized
f 1. Cnalty as may be sufficient to pay the taxes and costs, and
Ry "*SSary oxpenses incurred, upon giving one hour’s verbal no-
; %“3 and for goizing and selling such personal property, the Tax-
% b fctor ghall be allowed, in each case, in addition to the fees
$,..50 bofore provided for, a foe of three doildrs, and'the same
eAge that a Sheriff would be entitled to receive for traveling

4 )

o placo to make a lévy, to be received from the party delin-

549

- Qeetion twenty-three—The matters directed by scction eight- Deeds.
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quent. The Tax-Collector is also authorized, at any timo, or
times, until all taxes are fully paid, to sell any real cstate which
he can find belonging to any party who has not paid his taxes
on personal proporty or real estate, on giving notice, once a week,
for three successive weoeks, of the time and place of snch sale.
Said notice shall contain a ¢ondensed description of tho property
to be sold, the name of the person delinquent, and the amount of
tho tax and costs due by such party delinquens, including foes of
Tax-Collector for cortificate and cost of advertisement. Said
sale shall be subject to redemption, as herein provided, and the
certificate and deed given by the Tax-Collector, by reason of said
gale, shall be substantially the same as provided for in seciion
eighteen and twenty-two of this Act. Hvory tax shall, from and
after the third Monday in October in each year, be a lien on all
the real estate of the person delinquont, and on all real eslato
subsequently acquired by such person ; and said lien shall not be
removed until said taxes are paid, or the title to said real estato
has vested in a purchaser under a sale for taxes.

SEo. 10. Bections twenty-five, twonty.six, forty-six, fifty-
geven, fifty-eight, and fifty-nine, of said Act, entitled ¢ An Aet to
provide revenue for the support of the government of this State,”
are hercby repealed.

Sme. 11, Section forty-three of said Act is hereby amended so
ag to read as follows:

Section forty-three—The Tax-Coilector shall, annually, on the
first Monday in March, attend at the office of the County Auditor,
with a duplicate copy of the tax-list, or assessment-roll, so far a8
delinquent persons, or preperty, are concerned, in which lish he
shall have set down, in the namerical or alphabetical order, &3

" ontercd on the assessment-list, all the matters and things con-

taired injregard to each such delinquent person, or property, i1
the original list, and the Auditor shall then carefully eompar®
said list with the assessments to porsons, or pyoperty, not marke

“paid,” on the original list, and if found to tally therewith, he
shall administer to the Tax-Collector ‘an oath, which shall be
written and gabseribed in the original voll, that each and every
porson, and all property, assessed in said roll, on which the tax®®
have been paid, has the word “ paid” marked opposite the nani
of such person, or the description of the property; and the An-
ditor shall then foot up the amount .of taxes remaining unpait
and credit the Tax-Collector with the amount, and charge tho
same t0 & new aceount, and have a final settlement wit

him; and in case the term of his office is about to expire, tben
the Tax-Collector shall make the final settlement, provide
in this seetion, with the Connty Auditor, within two woeks qutgl‘
the expiration of his term of office, and the Auditor shall, wit?!
thirty days thereafter, transmit by mail to the Controller of Statos
in such form as the Controller may require, a statement of & é
and each particalar kind of, property assessed, and a statem‘}ge
of all, and cach particular kind of, property delinquent, a_nd tb

whole amount of taxes delinquent, ~ For the services requll'ed 3
this soction, the Tax-Collector shall receive no fea or compen™

tion whatever. the

Sec. 12. The provisions of this Aet shall apply only ¥

=
.
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Gity and County of San Francisco, and all other Counties of the Applyonty

¥:gate are exempted from the operations of this Act. o Frun-
*

-

Caar. COOXVI—An Act to audit and allow Certain Claims acery-
ing under the provisions of an Aect approved April twenty-eigth, one
thousand eight hundred and jfifty-five, entitled “dn Act to provide
“for the Survey and Construction of a Wagon-Hoad over the Sierra
Nevadg Mountains.

[Approved April 18, 1859.]

- The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows:

‘Seorson 1. The elaim of Thomas Hoffy, for services on Hofry.

wegon-road survey across the Sierra Nevada, in the years one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-six, the sum of two hundred and seventeen
dollarg and twenty-five cents, is hercby audited and allowed.

And the claim of John Senour, for service on wagon-road sur- Seoour.
vey across the Sierra Nevada, in the years one thousand eight
bundred and fifty-five, and one thousand cight hundred and fifty-
8z, the sum of two hundred and five dollars and fifty-cents, is
h“et}y audited and allowed.

And the claim of T.J. Arnold, for services on wagon-road Arnold.
Yross the Sierra Nevada, in the years one thousand sight hun-
dred ang fifty-five, and ono thousand eight hundred and fifty-

85, the sum of six hundred and ninety-eight dollars and thirty-

Jll‘ee cents, iz herchy audited and allowed.

. And the claim of C. P. Edson, for services on the wagon-road pasen.

: lToss the Sierra Nevada, the sum of four hundrod and eighty-

"¢ dollars, is hereby audited and allowed.

nd the claim of Roger 8. Day, for services on the wagon- Day.

Med acrogy the Sierra N evada, the sum of four hondred and

- Oghty.five dollars, is hereby audited and allowed.

. nd the claim of Loren Oviatt, for services on the wagon- o,
% a¢erogg the Sierra Nevada, in the years one thousand eight
Mdred and fifty-five, and one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
x,‘the sum of four hundred and ninety-five dollars, is hereby
Gited and allowed.

2d the claim of Wm. Milligan, for services on the wagon- anign.

'l across the Sierra Nevada, in the years oro thousand eight
} Mdred gand fifty-five, and one thousand cight hundred and fifsy-

b U the gum of two hundred and ninety-one dollars, is hereby

“tted and allowed.

A0 thg claim of Thomas Hill, for services on tho wagen-road p.

_ %333 the Sicrra Nevada, in the years one thousand eight hun-

i, 2nd fifty-five, and one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six,

g;"f(; of two hundred and ten dollars, is hereby audited and

ed,

Anq the claim of James Green, for gervices on the Wagon- guen.




